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The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive property or privilege is 
claimed are defined as follows: 



1 . An interior rearview mirror assembly for a vehicle, said mirror assembly comprising: 

an accessory; 

a reflective element having a momiting plate at a rearward surface thereof, 
said mounting plate including a first portion of a pocket for at least partially receivmg said 

accessory therein; and 

a bezel, said bezel at least partially receiving said reflective element therein, 
said bezel including a second portion of said pocket, said first and second portions of said 
pocket at least partially receiving and securing said accessory therebetween when said 
reflective element is at least partially received in said bezel. 

2. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 1, wherein said accessory comprises a 
microphone module. 

3 . The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 2, wherein said second portion 
comprises an accessory tab extending firom said bezel and said first portion comprises a 
platform extending from said mounting plate. 

4. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 3, wherein said accessory tab extends 
in overlapping relationship with said microphone module when said reflective element is at 
least partially received in said bezel. 

5 . The interior rearview mkror assembly of claim 4, wherein said accessory tab 
comprises an aperture therethrough for at least partially receiving an audio receiving portion 
of said microphone module such that said audio receiving portion extends at least partially 
through said aperture when said bezel, reflective element and microphone module are 
assembled together. 

6. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 5, wherein said accessory tab 
comprises a flexible tab and flexes to overlap said microphone module, said accessory tab 
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being biased to return toward its unflexed state when said audio receiving portion is at least 
partially received through said aperture. 



7. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 6, wherein said microphone module 
includes flexible ridges, said accessory tab pressing against said flexible ridges to secure said 
miorophone module between said accessory tab and said platform. 

8. The int^or rearview mirror assembly of claim 2 including an acoustic cover 
positioned at least partially over at least one inlet port of said microphone module. 

9. The interior rearview nGdrror assembly of claim 8, wherein said acoustic cover 
comprises a diffusing material and an air flow limiting material positioned at least partially 
over said diffusing material, said air flow limiting material being configured to substantially 
limit air flow through said air flow limiting material, said diffusing material being configured 
to space and support said air flow limiting material from said at least one inlet port and to 
substantially diffuse air flow that penetrates said air flow limiting material. 

10. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 8, wherein said microphone module 
comprising a directional microphone having two inlet ports, said acoustic cover including an 
acoustic barrier positioned across said microphone and between said inlet ports, said acoustic 
barrier being configured to substantially acoustically isolate one of said inlet ports firom the 
other of said inlet ports. 

1 1 . The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 10, wherein said acoustic cover 
comprises an iimer air flow limiting layer at least partially over said ports and an outer air 
flow limiting cover at least partially over and spaced firom said inner air flow limiting cover, 
said air flow limiting covers being substantially resistant to air permeation. 

12. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 1, wherein said second portion of said 
pocket comprises opposite flanges that engage corresponding grooves along opposite sides of 
said accessory to secure said accessory between said flanges and said first portion of said 
pocket. 
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1 3 . The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 1 , wherein said acxjessory includes 
flexible ridges, at least one of said first and second portions of said pocket engaging said 
flexible ridges to secure said accessory between said first and second portions. 

14. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 1 including a printed circuit board 
mounted to said mounting plate. 

1 5. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 14 including a housing, said bezel 
securing to said housing to at least partially encase said reflective element, said mounting 
plate, said accessory and said printed circuit board within said housing. 

1 6. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 1 5, wherein said housing includes a 
recessed portion for at least partially receiving said pocket and said accessory when said 
bezel is secured to said housiag. 

17. The interior rearview mirror assembly of claim 16, wherein said accessory at least 
partially protrudes through said second portion, said accessory being generally flush with said 
second portion and said housing. 

18. A method for assembling an interior rearview mirror assembly comprising: 
providing a bezel portion having a first portion of an accessory pocket; 
providing a reflective element having a mountitig plate on a rear surface thereof, said 

mounting plate including a second portion of said accessory pocket; 

positioning an accessory at one of said first and second portions of said accessory 
pocket; and 

assembling said reflective element to said bezel portion, whereby said accessory is at 
least partially received and retained between said first and second portions as said reflective 
element is assembled to said bezel portion. 

1 9. The method of claim 1 8, wherein positioning an accessory comprises positioning a 
microphone module at one of said first and second portions of said accessory pocket. 
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20. The method of claim 19, wherein said second portion comprises a platform extending 
from said mounting plate and said first portion of said pocket comprises an upper retainer 
extending from said bezel portion 

2 1 . The method of claim 20, wherein positioning a microphone module comprises 
positioning a microphone module on said platform and retaining said microphone module on 
said platform by engaging an upper portion of said microphone module with said upper 
retainer as said reflective element is assembled to said bezel portion. 

22. The method of claim 19 including providing an acoustic cover at least partially over at 
least one inlet port of said microphone module. 

23. The method of claim 22, wherein said microphone module comprises a directional 
microphone having two inlet ports, said method including providing an acoustic barrier 
positioned across said microphone and between said inlet ports, said acoustic bamer being 
configured to substantially acoustically isolate one of said inlet ports from the other of said 
inlet ports. 

24. The method of claim 1 8 including attaching a casing to said bezel portion. 

25. An interior rearview mirror system of a vehicle comprising: 

an interior rearview mirror assembly comprising a reflective element and a casing, 
said interior rearview mirror assembly being adapted for attachment to an interior portion of 
the vehicle; 

at least one microphone positioned in, at or adjacent to said interior rearview mirror 
assembly and having first and second inlet ports for receiving audible signals from wiihin the 
vehicle cabin; 

an acoustic cover positioned over said first and second inlet ports of said at least one 
microphone, said acoustic cover comprising an outer air flow limiting layer and at least one 
iimer air flow limiting layer, said at least one iimer air flow limiting layer being disposed at 
least partially over said first and second inlet ports and said outer air flow limiting layer being 
disposed at least partially over and spaced from said at least one inner air flow limiting layer 
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and defining a space therebetween, said outer air flow limiting layer and said at least one 
inner air flow limiting layer being configured to substantially limit air flow therethrough; and 

an acoustic barrier positioned across said microphone and between said first and 
second inlet ports, said acoustic barrier being configured to substantially acovistically isolate 
said first inlet port firom said second inlet port. 

26. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 25, wherein said acoustic cover 
comprises an outer rigid cover, said outer air flow limiting layer being attached to said outer 
rigid cover. 

27. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 25, wherein said at least one inner air 
flow limiting layer comprises first and second inner air flow limiting layers, said first iimer 
air flow limiting layer being disposed at said first inlet port and said second iimer air flow 
limiting layer being disposed at said second inlet port. 

28. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 27, wherein said first and second inner 
air flow limiting layers comprise dijBferent materials. 

29. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 25, wherem said acoustic barrier defines 
a gap between a distal end of said acoustic barrier firom said microphone and an inner surface 
of said outer air flow limiting layer. 

30. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 25, wherein said space between said 
inner and outer air flow limiting layers comprises a diffusing material for diflEusing air flow 
that permeates said outer air flow limiting layer. 

3 1 . The interior rearview mirror system of claim 25, wherein said space between said 
iimer and outer air flow limiting layers comprises air. 

32. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 25, wherein said outer air flow limiting 
layer comprises a hydrophobic characteristic. 
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33 . The interior rearview mirror system of claim 25, wherein said at least one microphone 
is positioned at least partially within said interior rearview mirror assembly, said interior 
rearview mirror assembly defining a pocket for at least partiaUy receivmg and securing said 
at least one microphone when said reflective element is at least partiaUy received in said 
interior rearview mirror assembly. 

34. The mterior rearview mirror system of claim 33, wherein said reflective element has a 
mounting plate at a rearward surfece thereof, said mounting plate at least partially defining 
said pocket, said microphone being received within said pocket at said mounting plate and 
retained therein during assembly of said mirror assembly. 

35. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 34, wherein said interior rearview mirror 
assembly includes a bezel, said bezel at least partially receiving said reflective element 
therein and retaining said microphone within said pocket. 

36. An interior rearview mirror system of ^ vehicle comprising: 

an interior rearview mirror assembly comprising a reflective element and a casing, 
said interior rearview mirror assembly being adapted for attachment to an interior portion of 
the vehicle; 

at least one microphone positioned in, at or adjacent to said interior rearview mirror 
assembly and having at least one inlet port for receiving audible signals from within the 
vehicle cabin; and 

an acoustic cover positioned at least partially over said at least one inlet port of said at 
least one microphone, said acoustic cover comprising a diffusing material and an air flow 
limiting material positioned at least partially over said diffusing material, said air flow 
limiting material being configured to substantially limit air flow through said air flow 
limiting material and said difRising material being configured to space and support said air 
flow limiting material firom said at least one inlet port and to substantially diffuse air flow 
that penetrates said air flow limiting material. 

37. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 36, wherein said at least one microphone 
comprises a directional microphone. 
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38. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 37, wherein said at least one inlet port 
comprises separated inlet ports. 



39. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 3 8 including an acoustic barrier 
positioned across said microphone and between said inlet ports, said acoustic barrier being 
configured to substantially acoustically isolate one of said inlet ports from the other of said 
inlet ports. 

40. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 39, wherein said directional microphone 
is positioned at and at least partially within an upper region of said casing of said interior 
rearview mirror assembly. 

41 . The interior rearview mirror system of claim 39, wherein said diffusing material is 
positioned at each side of said acoustic barrier to diffuse air flow at either side of said 
acoustic barrier. 

42. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 36, wherein said at least one microphone 
is positioned at and at least partially within an upper region of said casing of said interior 
rearview mirror assembly. 

43. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 36, wherein said at least one microphone 
is positioned at least partially within said interior rearview mirror assembly and said acoustic 
cover is positioned at least partially outside of said interior rearview mirror assembly. 

44. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 36, wherein said acoustic cover 
comprises a textile material. 

45. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 44, wherein said acoustic cover 
comprises a woven textile material. 

46. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 45, wherein said acoustic cover 
comprises a multi-dimensional woven textile material. 
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47. The interior rearview miiror system of claim 46, wherein said acoiistic cover 
comprises a three dimensional woven textile material. 



48. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 36, wherein said at least one microphone 
is in electrical commimication with at least one accessory of the vehicle. 

49. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 48, wherein said at least one accessory 
comprises at least one of a hands free cell phone system, an audio recording system and an 
emergency communication system. 

50. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 36, wherein said at least one 
microphone is one of (i) included in said interior rearview mirror assembly, (ii) positioned 
adjacent to said interior rearview mirror assembly, (iii) included in an attachment to said 
interior rearview mirror assembly, and (iv) included in a module associated with said interior 
rearview mirror assembly. 

51 . The interior rearview mirror system of claim 36, wherein said at least one microphone 
is positioned at least partially within said interior rearview mirror assembly, said interior 
rearview mirror assembly defining a pocket for at least partially receiving and securing said 
at least one microphone when said reflective element is at least partially received in said 
interior rearview mirror assembly. 

52. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 5 1 , wherein said reflective element has a 
mounting plate at a rearward surface thereof, said moimting plate at least partially defining 
said pocket, said microphone being received within said pocket at said mounting plate and 
retained therein during assembly of said mirror assembly. 

53. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 52, wherein said interior rearview mirror 
assembly includes a bezel, said bezel at least partially receiving said reflective element 
therein and retaining said microphone within said pocket. 

54. An interior rearview mirror system of a vehicle comprising: 
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an interior rearview mirror assembly comprising a reflective element and a casing, 
said interior rearview mirror assembly being adapted for attachment to an interior portion of 
the vehicle; 

a microphone system positioned at, near or partially within said interior rearview 
mirror assembly and comprising: 

a directional microphone having separated inlet ports for receiving audible 
signals from within the vehicle cabin; 

a diffiiser positioned at least partially over said inlet ports of said directional 
microphone, said diffiiser being configured to substantially diffuse air flow aromid said inlet 
ports; and 

an acoustic barrier positioned between said inlet ports and configured to 
substantially acoustically isolate one of said inlet ports from the other of said inlet ports, said 
diffiiser being positioned at both sides of said acoustic barrier and over the respective inlet 
ports to diffuse air flow at both sides of said acoustic barrier, said acoustic barrier bemg 
adapted to delay reception of a sound signal by one of said inlet ports relative to the other of 
said inlet ports, said sound signal traveling through said diffiiser. 

55. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 54, wherein said diffiiser comprises a 
diffiising material and an air flow limiting material positioned over said diffusing material, 
said air flow limiting material being configured to substantially limit air flow through said air 
flow limiting material and said diffiising material, said diffusing material being configured to 
diflftise afar flow that penetrates said ah: flow limiting material and to space and support said 
air flow limiting material from said inlet ports. 

56. The interior rearview mfarror system of claim 55, wherein said diffiiser comprises a 
textile material. 

57. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 56, wherein said diffiiser comprises a 
woven textile material. 

58. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 57, wherein said diffiiser comprises a 
multi-dimensional woven textile material. 
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59. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 58, wherein said diffuser comprises a 
three dimensional woven textile material. 



60. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 54, wherein said directional microphone 
is positioned at least partially within said interior rearview mirror assembly and said diffuser 
is positioned at least partially outside of said interior rearview mirror assembly. 

61 . The interior rearview mirror system of claim 54, wherein said microphone system is 
positioned at an upper portion of said interior rearview mirror assembly. 

62. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 54, wherein said directional microphone 
is in electrical communication with at least one accessory of the vehicle. 

63 . The interior rearview mirror system of claim 62, wherein said at least one accessory 
comprises at least one of a hands free cell phone system, an audio recording system and an 
emergency communication system. 

64. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 54, wherein said microphone system is 
one of (i) included ia said interior rearview mirror assembly, (ii) positioned adjacent to said 
interior rearview mirror assembly, (iii) included in an attachment to said interior rearview 
muTor assembly, and (iv) included in a module associated with said interior rearview mirror 
assembly. 

65. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 54, wherein said directional microphone 
is positioned in said interior rearview mirror assembly, said interior rearview mirror assembly 
defining a pocket for at least partially receiving and securing said directional microphone 
when said reflective element is at least partially received in said interior rearview mirror 
assembly. 

66. The interior rearview mirror system of claim 65, wherein said interior rearview mirror 
assembly includes a bezel, said bezel at least partially receiving said reflective element 
therein, said reflective element having a mounting plate at a rearward svirface thereof, said 
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mounting plate including a first portion of said pocket, said bezel defining a second portion of 
said pocket. 



67. An microphone system of a vehicle comprising: 

a windshield accessory module having a housing, said windshield accessory module 
at least having a portion at, and with a view towards, the windshield of the vehicle; 

a microphone positioned in, on, at or adjacent to said housing and having first and 
second inlet ports for receiving audible signals fi*om within the vehicle cabin; and 

an acoustic cover positioned at least partially over said first and second inlet ports of 
said microphone, said acoustic cover comprising an inner air flow limiting layer positioned at 
least partially over said first and second inlet ports and an outer air flow limiting layer 
positioned at least partially over said inner layer, said outer layer and said inner layer bemg 
configured to substantially limit air flow therethrough, said outer layer being spaced firom 
said inner layer and defining a space between said outer layer and ssid inner layer; and 

an acoustic barrier positioned along said microphone and between said first and 
second inlet ports, said acoustic barrier being configured to substantially acoustically isolate 
said first inlet port firom said second inlet port. 

68. The microphone system of claim 67, wherein said space between said outer layer and 
said inner layer comprises a diffusing material configured to space and support said outer 
layer firom said inner layer and to substantially dififtise air flow that penetrates said outer 
layer. 

69. The microphone system of claim 68, wherein said outer layer and said diffusing 
material comprise a multi-dimensional textile material. 

70. The microphone system of claim 69, wherein said outer layer, said diffusing material 
and said inner layer comprises a three dimensional woven textile material. 

71 . The microphone system of claim 67, wherein said outer layer comprises a non-woven 
textile material. 
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72. The microphone S3rstem of claim 67, wherein said acoustic barrier and said outer layer 
define a gap therebetween. 

73. The microphone system of claim 67, wherein said space between said outer layer and 
inner layer comprises air, 

74. The microphone system of claim 67, wherein said outer layer comprises a 
hydrophobic characteristic. 



-49- 



